PERSPECTIVES

>TpHE historical events of the nineteenth century, so
JL far-reaching in scope and so radical in their social
and intellectual consequences, gave to the writings of
the age a unity of perception which it would be dif-
ficult to discover in any of the earlier periods of
European literary history. The Napoleonic wars, the
implications of the industrial revolution, and the omi-
nous emergence of new continental powers became
matters of the deepest common concern to those Euro-
pean men of letters who recognized in the incidents of
history the signs of an alarming transformation of
manners and ideas. It was a century of unparalleled ac-
tion, but at the same time of a vigorous creative intel-
ligence in which philosophers and artists alike had their
share. Startling economic and political changes com-
pelled the men of letters to venture into new areas of
interest and to develop unprecedented forms of expres-
sion. It is true that the poet was no longer sustained, as
he had been in the ages of faith and reason, by the hu-